
MIAMITROPOLIS

MUSEUM PARK
At the center of Miami’s artistic evolution is the reinvention of two major museums - 

The Miami Art Museum (MAM) - now the Perez Art Museum Miami (PAMM), and the 

Miami Science Museum, soon to be the Patricia and Phillip Frost Museum of Science.  

Together, these two landmarks are at the heart of an overall revamp of Downtown Miami’s 

Bicentennial Park - now known as Museum Park. The combination of two new museums 

and the park renovation will transform Museum Park into a worldwide destination.

In recent years, Miami’s real estate market has been under something of a 
magnifying glass due to its widely publicized “boom-bust” cycle. Yet, in the 
midst of all the commotion, the Magic City was simultaneously undergoing 
a cultural explosion. Miami’s growth in the world of the arts, dining, high-end 
retail and overall neighborhood transformations has officially placed the city 
within the ranks of the most culturally rich locales in the world. Here are just 
a few of Miami’s exciting new additions...
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PEREZ ART MUSEUM MIAMI



PÉREZ ART MUSEUM MIAMI (PAMM)

Now open, PAMM - named after legendary condo king, Jorge 

Perez, is a modern and contemporary museum dedicated to 

collecting and exhibiting international art of the 20th and 21st 

centuries. In addition to the art itself, the $220 million PAMM 

features a waterfront bistro and state-of-the-art event space 

run by famed restaurateur Stephen Starr Events that will host 

unforgettable occasions of all sizes. - www.pamm.org

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE

Currently under construction, 

the Patricia and Phillip Frost 

Museum of Science is set to 

open in early 2015. The $165 

million, 250,000 square foot 

complex will function as a 

model of sustainability and 

innovative technology by 

harnessing energy from water, 

sun, wind and even people in 

order to conserve resources. 

Groundbreaking features of the 

facility include a 600,000-gallon 

aquarium, an indoor shark 

tank, a 3D planetarium, state-

of-the-art digital dome, hands 

on exhibits, interactive digital 

technology and two additional 

wings of exhibition space with a 

learning center and cafes.

- www.miamisci.org

ADRIENNE ARSHT CENTER

Located on Biscayne Boulevard in the Omni neighborhood of 

Downtown Miami, the recently re-developed Adrienne Arsht 

Center for the Performing Arts was a $470 million project 

and is one the largest performing arts centers in the United 

States occupying 570,000 square feet. The three venues 

comprising the center are: The Sanford and Dolores Ziff Ballet 

Opera House, the John S. and James L. Knight Concert Hall 

and the Carnival Studio Theater. - www.arshtcenter.org

NEW WORLD SYMPHONY

The New World Symphony is the United States' only full-

time orchestral academy preparing musicians for careers in 

symphony orchestras and ensembles.  In 2011, NWS opened 

the New World Center- a $160 million, Frank Gehry designed, 

100,000 square foot acoustic masterpiece in the heart of 

South Beach between Lincoln Road and the historic Jackie 

Gleason Theatre. The New World Symphony has also become 

especially recognized for their seasonal WALLCAST - a free 

concert that allows patrons to experience the full symphony 

outdoors through a striking use of visual and audio technology 

on a soaring, 7,000 square foot projection wall. - www.nws.edu
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SHOPPING, DINING, & 
NEIGHBORHOOD GROWTH

B A L  H A R B O U R  E X PA N S I O N

In the past ten years, the Design District - just north of 

Midtown Miami, has gone from an underdeveloped niche 

design area to a nighttime destination and retail district 

visualized as a combination of SOHO and Rodeo Drive. 

Dacra, the real estate company owned by the visionary 

Craig Robins partnered with L Real Estate, the Paris-

based investment group funded by the Louis Vuitton 

Moet Hennessey (LVMH) in 2011 and have since begun a 

transformation of the Design District. LVMH removed its 

stores from Bal Harbour Shops in favor of establishing 

freestanding locations for its brands in the Design 

District.  Other upscale retailers soon followed suit and 

today, Christian Louboutin, Marni, Cartier, Celine, Louis 

Vuitton, Agnona, Dior Homme and Prada are open as 

well as numerous new restaurants.

This transformation happened simultaneously as Miami’s 

Midtown - only blocks away - erected a massive multi-use 

structure that includes Target, Home Goods, Loehmans, 

residential towers, and hundreds of smaller retailers and 

restaurants.  

The Design District growth has only just begun, though. 

DACRA + LVMH are set to add a $300 million open-

air luxury promenade by 2014-2015.  Plans show up to 

100 new stores as well as 10-15 new restaurants, two 

department stores, a boutique hotel, condominium tower 

and five parking garages. - www.dacra.com

M I A M I  D E S I G N  D I ST R I C T
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Not to be outdone, Bal Harbor Shops was recently ranked the No. 1 mall 

in the world, according to Shopping Centers Today Magazine.  Sales for 

the mall in 2012 hit a high of $2,555 per square foot, nearly seven times 

the national average.  

For over three decades, the mall has operated at 100% occupancy, 

with a wait list to get in. Bal Harbor - owned by the Whitman family - 

recently submitted plans for a large expansion of 250,000 square feet.  

The expansion would add about 20 new shops as well as increase the 

previous standard size for new retailers who would like larger spaces.  

The open-air center is aiming for a 2016 completion of the new plans.

- www.balharbourshops.com

WHILE MIAMI IS QUITE PROUD OF ITS GROWTH IN THE ART AND PERFORMANCE WORLDS, THE EXPLOSION OF 

UPSCALE RETAIL AND NEIGHBORHOOD TRANSFORMATIONS BOTH EXISTING AND PLANNED ARE AN UNDENIABLE 

SOURCE OF EXCITEMENT, INCREASED TOURISM AND FUTURE REVENUE FOR THE CITY.
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WY N WO O D  WA L L S

One of the largest and most exciting 

projects in Miami’s recent history is 

Swire Properties’ $1.05 billion mixed-

use Brickell CityCentre, taking over 

four full blocks in Downtown Brickell. 

BCC will include an assortment 

of office and condominium space 

anchored by a 520,000 square foot 

retail center. 

In order to bring in some of the 

top retailers in the world - as well 

as circumnavigate Bal Harbour’s 

competing area rules, Swire has 

partnered with the Whitman family, 

who will serve as a crucial

co-developer in the massive project.

- www.brickellcitycentreconnect.com

B R I C K E L L  C I TY  C E N T R E

Just northwest of Downtown 
Miami lies a neighborhood 
that seems to have sprung 
out of the “woodworks”- 
the artistically infused, 
hip Wynwood District. 
Possibly in response to the 
gentrification of the Design 
Disctrict, Wynwood has 
stepped in with edgy art 
galleries, casual bars and 
restaurants, magnificent 
art installations such as 
Wynwood Walls, and live 
music. In 2013, the Miami 
New Times even moved its 
headquarters to Wynwood.
- www.thewynwoodwalls.com
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